
These are sample scripts from KRVM’s daily Black History Month 

vignettes, the majority of which were produced by students in the 

broadcast program.  Vignettes aired at noon each weekday during 

February 2022, and were followed by a relevant song by a black artist, 

or relevant to Black History Month. 

 

KRVM Honors Black History Month… 
contributions of African Americans to U.S. history. 

a chance to celebrate Black achievement and provide a fresh reminder to take 

stock of where systemic racism persists and give visibility to the people and 

organizations creating change. 

 

 

Bessie Coleman | Civil Aviator | 1892-1926 

 

Coleman was the first Black woman to fly an airplane. When American 

flying schools denied her entrance due to her race, she taught herself 

French and moved to France, earning her license from Caudron 

Brother's School in just seven months. She specialized in stunt flying 

and performing aerial tricks. Reading stories of World War I pilots 

sparked her interest in aviation. 

Jackie Robinson 

Jackie Robinson was, like Muhammad Ali in the 1960s, one of the most 
influential sports figures of his day. In 1947, Jackie Robinson became 
the first African American to play for a Major League Baseball team, the 
Brooklyn Dodgers. This was the catalyst that broke baseball’s color 
barrier –– the idea that African American players couldn’t play in the 
top professional leagues. Jackie Robinson career spanned a decade, and 
his place in baseball history was solidified when his jersey number, 42, 
was “retired” by all MLB teams in 1997. 



Claudette Colvin | Civil Rights Pioneer  

Colvin was arrested at the age of 15 for refusing to give up her seat to a 

white woman, nine months before Rosa Parks' more famous protest. 

Because of her age, the NAACP chose not to use her case to challenge 

segregation laws. Despite a number of personal challenges, Colvin 

became one of the four plaintiffs in the Browder v. Gayle case. The 

decision in the 1956 case ruled that Montgomery's segregated bus 

system was unconstitutional. 

Daisy Bates  

When the Supreme Court ruled that segregated schools were 

unconstitutional, Daisy Bates stepped up to help a group of Black 

students integrate into an all-white high school—that group is known 

as The Little Rock Nine. In the face of constant fear and intimidation, 

Bates worked tirelessly to escort those young men and women to 

school every day and protect them from violent crowds. Daisy Bates 

was a lifelong civil rights activist, and her work is still recognized and 

today. In the state of Arkansas, every third Monday in February is 

observed as Daisy Gatson Bates Day, and in 1999 she was 

Posthumously awarded the Medal Of Freedom. 

Ethel L. Payne 

Ethel L. Payne is known as the “First Lady of the Black Press.” She 

combined activism with journalism during the 1950s and 1960s. Some 

of the iconic figures of history Payne interviewed include Rev. Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., President John F. Kennedy, and Nelson 

Mandela, among several other noteworthy figures. In 1972, CBS hired 

Payne as a radio and television commentator and she became the first 

Black woman to hold such a position. Payne is also the only African-
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American out of four female journalists honored by the U.S. Postal 

Service on a “Women in Journalism” stamp. 

Harriet Tubman 

Born into slavery in 1822, Harriet Tubman was famous for her 

abolitionist and humanitarian efforts to help escaped slaves after 

escaping slavery herself in 1849. She served an important part of the 

so-called “Underground Railroad,” a secret path though slave-holding 

states for runaway slaves to escape to the north. Harriet Tubman was 

also known as “Moses,” in part due to her devotion to Christianity, and 

she helped scores of slaves find their freedom in the states north of the 

Mason-Dixon Line (the border between the Northern, non-slaveholding 

states and the Southern, or slaveholding states). 

Madam C.J. Walker 

Madam C.J. Walker was the first Black female millionaire in America. 

She made her fortune by creating a homemade line of hair care 

products for Black women. Born Sarah Breedlove, she was inspired to 

create hair products after experiencing a scalp disorder and hair loss. It 

led to the creation of the Walker system of hair care. She built an 

empire selling products directly to Black women, then employing others 

to sell them. She used her fortune to fund scholarships for women at 

the Tuskegee Institute and donated to the NAACP, the Black YMCA, and 

other charities. In fact, Netflix‘s historical drama Self-Made: Inspired by 

the Life of Madam C.J. Walker gives insight into her story.  
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Marsha P. Johnson 

Marsha P. Johnson is celebrated a veteran of the 1969 Stonewall Inn 

protests in New York, an influential transgender activist, and a force to 

be reckoned with in the gay liberation movement. Johnson, a Black 

transwoman and activist, was at the forefront of the LGBTQ movement. 

In addition to being the co-founder of STAR, an organization that 

housed homeless queer youth, Johnson also fought for equality 

through the Gay Liberation Front. There’s a Netflix documentary that 

brought Johnson’s story to life with the documentary, The Death and 

Life of Marsha P. Johnson by David France that highlights the impact 

she had. 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

No single African American in history is perhaps as famous as Martin 

Luther King Jr., otherwise known as MLK. There is a federal holiday on 

the third Monday each January celebrated in his honor, and whole 

sections of textbooks are devoted to his civil rights activism in the 

1950s and 1960s. A Baptist minister in the city of Montgomery by trade 

and a prominent civil rights activist, Martin Luther King made his mark 

by preaching nonviolent means of protesting the segregation of whites 

and blacks in the United States. MLK’s assassination at the hands of a 

white man in 1968 sparked riots and mourning across the world. 

Rosa Parks 

Rosa Parks is best known for refusing to move to the back of a bus after 

the driver demanded she give her seat to a white passenger. While not 

the first person to refuse to obey the segregation laws in the United 

States, Rosa Parks was labeled as the “Mother of the Freedom 

Movement” following her bold disobedience and subsequent arrest. 

Like MLK, Rosa Parks was from Montgomery, and she and King together 
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made great strides in procuring basic human rights for African 

Americans across the country. 

Maya Angelou  

With more than 30 bestselling titles, Maya Angelou wrote 36 books, not 

the least of which was her first book I Know Why The Caged Bird Sings. 

Although she died in 2014, Maya Angelou is remembered as a brilliant 

writer, poet and civil rights activist. Oprah Winfrey said of her friend, 

“Maya Angelou is not what she has done or written or spoken, it’s how 

she did it all. She moved through the world with unshakeable calm, 

confidence, and a fiery, fierce grace and abounding love.” 

Muhammad Ali 

Born Cassius Clay in 1942, Muhammad Ali made his name in the sport 

of boxing, where he was one of the greatest heavyweight champions of 

all time. Ali’s best years were in the early 1960s, during which time he 

changed his name from “Cassius Clay,” which he associated with 

slavery, and adopted a new one, adopted from the Islamic tradition 

that symbolized a new black separatist movement in the United States, 

the Nation of Islam. Ali also gained status as a conscientious objector to 

the Vietnam War, which moved him further into the realm of left-wing 

activism and intersected race with the larger counterculture movement 

in the United States. 

Nina Simone | Musician | 1933-2003 

 

Born Eunice Waymon in Troy North Carolina, Simone was an American 

singer, songwriter, musician, arranger, and civil rights activist. Her 

music crossed all genres from classical, jazz, blues and folk to R&B, 

gospel, and pop. She learned to play the piano as a toddler and played 



in church where her father was a preacher. She would cross tracks to 

the white side of town to study classical piano with a German teacher 

and was later accepted into The Juilliard School. She went on to record 

more than 40 albums and in 2003 just days before her death, the Curtis 

Institute awarded her an honorary degree. 

Ronald McNair 

Ronald McNair was 9 when a South Carolina librarian told him he could 

not check out books from a segregated library in 1959. Refusing to 

leave, a determined McNair sat on the counter while the librarian 

called the police, as well McNair's mother. The police arrived, told the 

librarian to let the young man have his books. 

McNair went on to earn his Ph.D. in physics at MIT and became one of 

the first African Americans selected as astronauts by NASA 

McNair's first spaceflight was a mission, aboard the "Challenger" 

shuttle. He successfully maneuvered the robotic arm, which allowed 

another astronaut to perform the first space walk without being 

tethered to the spacecraft. 

The second space flight for McNair would be his last. He, along with six 

other NASA astronauts, were aboard the Space Shuttle Challenger 

when it exploded 73 seconds after takeoff in 1986.  

Today, that library in South Carolina where McNair was refused books 

is named after the heroic boy determined to make a difference. 

 

 

 

 



Ruby Bridges | Civil Rights Activist | 1954-present 

 

At age 6, Bridges embarked on a historic walk to school as the first 

African American student to integrate the all-white William Frantz 

Elementary School in Louisiana. She ate lunch alone and sometimes 

played with her teacher at recess, but she never missed a day of school 

that year. In 1999, she established The Ruby Bridges Foundation to 

promote tolerance and create change through education. In 2000, she 

was made an honorary deputy marshal in a ceremony in Washington, 

DC. 

Jesse Owens 

Jesse Owens was a track-and-field athlete who set a world record in the 

long jump at the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin and went unrivaled for 

25 years. He was the first American to win four gold medals at the 

Olympics. That year he won medals in the 100- and 200-meter dashes, 

along with the 100-meter relay and other events off the track. In 1976, 

Owens received the Presidential Medal of Freedom and was 

posthumously awarded the Congressional Gold Medal in 1990. 

Frederick Douglass 

In Frederick Douglass’ autobiography, Narrative of the Life of Frederick 

Douglass, an American Slave, he outlines his life and subsequent escape 

from slavery, which proved instrumental to the abolitionist movement 

and the ultimate goal of ending slavery. Douglass lived during the Civil 

War in the middle of the 19th century. 

 

 

 

https://time.com/3971065/photos-1936-summer-olympics-jesse-owens/


Wilma Rudolph  

As a young child, Wilma Rudolph battled a series of debilitating 

illnesses including, double pneumonia, scarlet fever and polio. She was 

forced to wear a leg brace, and doctors even told her she would never 

walk again. But Rudolph overcame her disabilities, and she was intent 

on pursuing her dreams. Her determination and natural athleticism 

eventually brought her to the 1960 Olympics, where she became the first 

woman to win three Gold Medals in Track and Field in a single 

Olympics. 

 


