Federal Communications Comimission
Washington, D.C. 20554

APR 25 2001

Margarer L. Miller, Esq.

Dow, Lohnes & Albertson

Suite 800

1200 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 2C036-6802

Inre:  Assignment of Noncommercial
Television Statice: Licerses

KOZK(TV), Springfield, Missouri
File No. BALET-20010207AAR
Facility ID 51102

KOZ](TV), Joplin, Missouri
File No. BALET-20010207AAS
Facility 1D 51101

Dear Ms. Miller:

This conceras the above-referenced applications for the assignment of licenses for roncemmercial
educarional television stations KOZK(TV), Springfield, Missouri and KOZJ(TV), Joplin, Missouri,
from Orark Public Telecommunications, Inc. (“Ozark”} to the Boad of Govemnors for Southwest
Missouri State University (“University”).  [n connection with these apolications, the University
requests a waiver of Section 73.1125, the Commission’s main studio rule. Specifically, the
University seeks authority to operate station KOZ)TV) in Joplin as a “satellite” of starion
KOZKITV), utilizing its main studio in Springfietd.

Waiver Showing. The University 15 2 public institution of higher education in the state of Missouri,

The University seeks 1o acquire noncommercial educational ssadons KOZK{TV) and KOZ) (TV) as
part of a consol:dation of public broadcasting operaticrs in the Ozark region of southwest Missouri
based, in part, on the costs of conversion 1o digital relevision. In support of its waiver request, the
University notes that station KOZJ(TV) has been operated by Orark as a “sateliee” of station
KOZK(TV) since 1985, using its main szudio in Springfield.” Tne University mairiains that, as the
proposed licensee of the stagions, operation in this manner would fulfill its mission to provide service
(o as wide an audience as possible, in a manmer consistent wit the realities of the present public
broadcasting funding situation. In this regard, the Uraversity asserts that a sublic television station
in Joplin could not offer the highest quality educational programming if required to operate as a
wholly separace entity. The University states that KOZJ{TV)'s programming, particularly the

' Orark seaced i its origingl application that it inteaded to operate the Joolin seacion as a -sarellize” of the Springfickl
sator. Fowever, it did not recsive a separate letzer tuling from the Commission approving a waiver ol Secricn
75.1 .25 wich its consteuction permit in 1985,
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informational and pubic affairs programming wouid be of a2 much higher quality due o it
rerransmissicn of such programming produced ar KOZK(TV)'s Springfield studio.

In addivion, the University states that it plans to te a viral part of the information marketplace in
the Joplin area. The University asserts that it will utilize station KOZJ(TV) to cover significant
events in Joplin and its surroundings areas, including cultural events, political campaigns and
election results. Moreover, the University states that KOZK(TV) and KOZJ(TV) currencly engage
in cooperative production and aiding of "Newsmakers,” a weekly 30-minute news ingervisw
program, which will contnue. The University maincaing that it will determine the local needs of
joplin through its Community Advisory Board ("Boarc"). All current board members, including
two members from the Joplin/Carthage area, have been invited to serve on the Board as part of the
instant appiication. According to rhe Universicy, community ascertainmen: will also be carried our
by continuous contact with volunteer, arts and industry leacers in the area.

The University points ou: that it is already involved with Joplin area arts and cultural events.
Furthermore, the University plans to work with Joplin reporters o appear on KOZX(TV} programs
and provide a local perspective on the issues covered. The University indicates that ir will regularly
survey each vear a statistically reliable sample of viewers in order to develop a program schedule that
reflects the nesds and interests of its service areas. The Universicy adcs that viewers are also
encouraged to call in to the toll free number listed in the monchly program guide and displayed on-
ait over the station's programming. The University notes thar comments and suggestions are also
made through elecrronic mail t the staticr. Moreover, the University srates that it will maintain ¢
toll-free number that will permi: the residents of Joplin to reach it studio in Springfield. The
University will explore, as its Junding sicuation permits, the utilization of the producticn studio anc
personnel resources of local educational institutions for the production and ransmission of purely
local programming designed to address the needs of the Joplin commurizy.

Discussion.  Section 73.1125(a) requires that each broadcast station operate a main studio within
either the principal community contour of any station, of any service, licensed to its community of
license or within 235 miles of tke reference coordinates of the center of its community of license,
whicaever it chooses. See Review of the Commission’s Rules Regarding the Main Studio and Local Public
Inspecrion Files of Broadcast Television and Radio Stations, 13- FCC Red 15691 {1998). Each request
for a waiver of this rule by a noncommercial educational television station is considered on a case-
by-case basis; nevertheless, the Commission has recognized the benefits of centralized operation for
noncommercial educarional stations, given their limited funding, and has found that “good cause”
exists to waive (e main studio locarion requirement where sacellite station operations aie proposed.
See Amendment of Seciions 73.1125 und 73.1330, 3 FCC Red 5024, 5027 (1988). In order to obrain
a satellite waiver, an applicant must demonstrate that it will meer its local service cbligation to
satisfy the Section 73.1125 “putlic incerest” standard. 1.

We believe that tae University has justified its reques: for a waiver to permit KCOZJ(TV), Joplin,
Missouri, to utilize the main studio of station KOZK(TV), Springfield, Misscuri, “he University
explains that operation in this manner would fulfill irs mission to provide service o as wide an
audience a5 possible, in 2 manner consiscent wich the realiries of the present public broadeasting
funding situation. The Commission has waditicrally recognized such realities in permirting
centralized operations for noncommercial educational newwozks. Il Allowing the University to
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consolicate the main studio of KOZJ(TV) with KOZK(TV) in Springield would permit the
University to dedicate more of its scarce financial resources to providing the highest qualiry
educational programming thar is reflective of the needs and interests of its local viewers. As such,
we find that grant of the waiver request will detter serve the public interess, as it will allow the
University to provide superior public television programming to a larger number of viewers in
Missouri.

At the same time, we are concerned that the University rakes adequate measures to ensure thar it
mainzains awareness of the needs and interests of its local viewers. We will require the Universiry
10 maingain a toll-free number that will permit the residents of Joplin to contact the Saringfisld
studio without long-distance charges. We encourage the University to engzge in 2nd maintain
dialogue with residents of the joplin community and to make widelv known the means for
contacting the Universicy with input tegarding station KOZJ(TV). Overall, in light of its showing
nere, we believe tha: the University has demonstrared that it can and will serve the needs and
‘nrerests of the Joplin community, even withour a main studio in that communizy.

Accordingly, the request for waiver of 47 C.F.R. § 73.1125(2) filed by the Board of Goverrors for
southwest Missouri State University 1S HEREBY GRANTED. Furthermore, having found -he
applicants qualified ard that grant of the assignment applications would serve the public interest,
convemence and necessity, the applications for assignmenr of licenses for stations KOZK(TV) and
KOZ] (V) from Ozark Public Telecommunications, Inc. to the Board of Governors for Southwes:
Missouri State University (File Nos. BALET.20010207AAR and BALET-20010207AA3) ARE

HEREBY GRANTED,
incerely, }

Clay C. Pendarvis

Chief, Television Branch
Video Servicas Division
Mass Madia Bureau
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